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crease in warlike capacity among the nations with whom
Imperial Germany has had to make up its account has been
such as would, during the last few years, throw the net
balance of the differential gain slightly against the Em-
pire's score.
This posture of affairs, consequently, has placed the
Empire on the defensive. Such, at all events, is the avowed
apprehension of the matter on the part of the Imperial
statesmen. The German theory of a defensive offense is
sufficiently well known. It has been the burden of volumi-
nous diplomatic explanations bearing on certain late occur-
rences. Placed as the Imperial State has been, with large
schemes of dominion, partly avowed and partly matter of
common notoriety, and with grievances of obstruction to
its legitimate movements waiting to be redressed, the strat-
egy of the defensive offense should demand an unfolding
of all available force at the point in this precession of dif-
ferentials when the cumulative Imperial strength was at its
best, relatively to the cumulative strength to be counted
with in its environment.
Doubtless these matters have had the solicitous attention
of the statesmen. But the statesmen have been patriotic
subjects (and sovereign), and being nearer to their own
work of preparation than to that of their prospective ene-
mies, in spite of any conceivable efficiency of espionage, they
appear to have unduly discounted the gains latterly made
by the latter, or perhaps rather they have somewhat over-
rated their own elements of strength 5 with the result that
the defensive offense has apparently been dekyed beyond
the most propitious date.